Resources for Electronic Music Class 


Many of theses resources will be skewed towards Modular Synths because that is 
what is popular right now and also what I’ve been most involved in the last 5-10 
years. I've tried to add resources that go outside of modular. I've put a * next to 
items that | think are very good or more helpful 


Playlist of Electronic Music examples 
*https://music.apple.com/ca/playlist/electronic-music-examples/ 
pl.u-2aoq8yzuNEbBzK 


Free Software! 

Cakewalk DAW (PC) https://www.bandlab.com/products/cakewalk?lang=en 
Plug ins! https://blog.landr.com/best-free-vst-plugins/ 

Garageband (Mac) 

*Free Modular Synth Software with real modules - https://vcvrack.com 


Websites: 

*https://music.ishkur.com/# - Ishkur's Guide to Electronic Music. Full of memes, 
grey area and pessimistic opinion, meant to be taken as a guide not hard facts. 
This is a true product of the “internet culture” and has all the good and bad that 
goes along with that, including a heavy dose of sarcasm and slight hint of racism. 
Includes a timeline, genre write-ups and history, and artists and playlists for each 
genre and sub genre. Allin all a very helpful guide for lots of genres of 
electronic music. 

Https://modwiggler.com - Huge forum mostly for Modular Synthesis but tons of 
knowledge on there about all synths. - Huge Buy/sell forum 

Vancouver Island Synthesizers Group on Facebook 
*https://learningsynths.ableton.com - Cool interactive web app for learning synths 


Youtube Accounts: 

Vintage synths: 

https://www.youtube.com/@AlexBallMusic - Alex Ball - Great Documentaries and 
demos. 

https://www.youtube.com/@zackdagoba - Check out the Meme Tune episodes! 
Old and rare synths and modulars made in a late 80s early 90s TV styling. 
https://www.youtube.com/@johnnymorgansynthdreams - Guy from Victoria that 
makes Documentaries. Usually of less expensive gear 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C7HFab5HkmyYg early video game music aka 
CHIPTUNE 


Reviews 
https://www.youtube.com/@andrewhuang - Andrew Huang - good music theory 
vids too. 


*https://www.youtube.com/@mylarmelodies/videos Mylar Melodies - Morphogene 
video is good 

*https://www.youtube.com/@AudioPilz - "Bad Gear" Series 
https://www.youtube.com/@DivkKid - Dry technical but very through reviews/ 
tutorials Modular 

https://www.youtube.com/@loopop/videos - Less dry but still technical reviews/ 
tutorials - Synths 


Tutorials: 

https://www.youtube.com/@MAKENOISEMUSIC - Make Noise has lots of good 
patching resources 

https://www.youtube.com/@vgermuse Todd Barton is a long time synth educator 
and musician. He named and invented the “Krell Patch” which is a way of patching 
for experimental and randomized bleeps and bloops. 
https://www.youtube.com/@sarahbellereid/videos - Modular walk throughs and 
reviews 


Tape machines and Alternative Processes 
https://www.youtube.com/@amuletsmusic 
https://www.youtube.com/@Hainbach 


Sampling: 

*https://www.youtube.com/@tracklib/featured Sample Break Downs - Daft Punk 
one is incredible. 

*https://www.youtube.com/@RedMeansRecording - Making tracks with the OP-1 
https://www.youtube.com/@Espenkraft - using 80-90s digital samplers and synths 


Live DJ sets: 

https://www.youtube.com/@boilerroom 
https://www.youtube.com/@Mixmag/videos 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r7Uz30XECmw - All Vinyl 90s hip hop dj set 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9NdgylkUuJo&t=2338s - Daft Punk members 
Pre Daft Punk 


Impactful Electronic Music Albums: 

Mr. Oizo - Analogue Worms Attack: Whole Album recorded with one synth(MS-20) 
1999 

Morton Subnotik - Silver Apples of the Moon - Early Buchla 1967 

Wendy Carlos - Switched On Bach - Early Moog 1968 

Hot Butter - Hot Butter - Song “Popcorn” 1969 

Brian Eno - Music for Airports 1978 

Kraftwerk - Autobahn 1974 

Tangerine Dream - Phaedra 1974 


Vangelis - Heaven and Hell (1975) 

Jean Michel Jarre - Equinoxe 1978 

The Pleasure Principle (1979) - Gary Numan 

Kraftwerk Computer World (1981) 

New Order - Blue Monday (1983) 

Afrika Bambaataa & The Soulsonic Force - Planet Rock (Tommy Boy Records, 
1986) 


Aphex Twin - Selected Ambient Works 85-92 

Boards of Canada - Music Has The Right To Children (1998) 
Justice- Cross : French house (2007) 

Radiohead - Kid A (2000) 

Daft Punk- Discovery (2001) 

Daft Punk - Homework (1997) 

The Postal Service - Give Up (2001 

M83 - Hurry Up, We're Dreaming (20087?) 

Nine Inch Nails - The Downward Spiral (1994) 

Fatboy Slim, ‘You've Come A Long Way, Baby’ (Astralwerks, 1998) 
The Chemical Brothers, ‘Dig Your Own Hole’ (Astralwerks, 1997) 
Depeche Mode, Music for the Masses (1987) 

New Order, Substance (1987) 

Bjork, Homogenic (1997) 

Massive Attack, Blue Lines (1991) 


Hip Hop/R&B/Rap 

These Genres are built on samples and repetitive phrases just like Techno and 
House. They don't receive them same recognition as “Electronic Music". Some of 
the most creative, influential and best uses of Electronic Musical instruments are 
in these genres and should not be overlooked. The Akai MPC Sampler/composer, 
Korg Triton, Moog MiniMoog, and Roland 808 Drum Machine are all over Hip Hop. 
I'll list a few that were groundbreaking at the time and that feature synths and 
sampling. 


Grandmaster Flash - The Message (1982) 

Run DMC - Raising Hell (1986) 

Beastie Boys - Licenses to III (1986) 

N.W.A. - Straight Outta Compton: 1988 

A Tribe Called Quest - Low End Theory (1991) 
Warren G/Nate Dogg - Regulate (1994) 

The Notorious BIG - Ready to Die (1994) 
Bone Thugs & Harmony - 1999 Eternal (1995) 
J Dilla - Donuts (2006) - Akai MPC 3000 

Dr. Dre - The Chronic (1992) 

Dr. Dre - 2001 


Kayne West - College Drop Out 


Books: 

Allen's Strange’s Electronic Music 

Patch and Tweak 

Analog Days - The History of Bob Moog 
The Synthesizer - Mark Vail 

Welsh’s Synthesizer Cookbook - Fred Welsh 


Podcasts: 

Why We Bleep: Interviews with musicians and manufactures 
Podular Modcast: Same 

Source of Uncertainty - Buchla podcast 


Buy/sell: 

“Canadian Modular/Synthesizer Gear Exchange” group on Facebook 

Facebook Market Place 

Modwiggler.com Buy/sell part of forum 

Moogaudio.com - if buying new 

Analoguehaven.com - one of the OG modular shops in the USA. His shipping often 
times avoids costly customs. 

Craigslist.org 

Reverb.com - Shipping prices/customs can be an issue if buying from 
international. 


Movies: 

| Dream of Wires - Modular Synth Doc 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XRg8R-00mjs Bob Moog Doc 
*https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JcbpRMZIQ8g&t=1160s - 1hr Roland Synth 
doc 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v7hqDRmx3yl Korg Synth Doc 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sxXt_NXjc7oY DX7 and FM Synthesis Doc 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QSvdhuu2orQ mixing tips 


